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B craTthe paccMaTpuBaIOTCs CIIOCOOBI, TEOPUU U KPUTEPUU U3YUCHHS MOHATUS «HAIH-
OHAJBHBIM XapakTepy», KOTOpble MCHOIb30BaINCh Ha pybexe XIX u XX BB. ABTOPHI
OTCIJIC)KUBAIOT NCTOPHUIO M3YYEHHs HAIIMOHAIBHOTO XapakTepa, CIioco0OB, OINpemess-
IOLIMX PasNu4Ms MEXKAy STHUYECKHUMH rpynnaMu. PackpbiBaeTcs onpeesieHue MOHs-
THUSI «HAIMOHAJBHBIA XapakTep» C TOYKH 3PEHUS MOJUTOJIOTHH, NICHXOJIOTHH, (HIIOo-
cotun 1 corposoruy. ONKMCaHbl IEMEHTHI, KOTOPBIE COCTABILIIOT KOMIUIEKCHYIO CH-
CTEMY M3Y4EHHUS HAIMOHAIBHOTO XapakTepa M JAl0T BO3MOKHOCTb BBIIBUTH OTINYH-
TEJBHBIE YEPTHl ONPEAEICHHON YTHHYECKON IPYMIBI B MPOLECCE B3aUMOACHCTBUS C
WHJMBHYaJIbHBIMH OCOOCHHOCTSAMHU 0a30BoW JIM4HOCTH. [loka3aHO 3HaueHHE IMOHS-
TUH «Aylla» U «IYXOBHOCTb HapoJa» B U3yUYECHUU HALlMOHAIBHOIO Xapakrepa. IIpo-
aHAJIM3MPOBAaHA BAYKHOCTh OTPAXKEHHs AYXOBHOCTH, KYJIBTYPHBIX (OPM M TpaauLMil
HapoJia B OBITMM HallMOHAJIBHOTO Xapakrepa. OTMeuaeTcsl akTyalbHOCTh HCCIIEI0BA-
HUSl HallUOHAJIBHOIO XapakTepa M BO3MOXKHOCTb HCIOJIb30BAHUS IIOHATHUS «HALUO-
HaJIbHBIHA XapakTepy MPUMEHHUTEIHHO K COBPEMEHHOMY OOIIECTBY.

KiroueBble crioBa: HallMOHANBHBIN XapakTep; MEHTAIUTET; HAIMs; STHOC; HALIMOHAb-
Has crienuduka; caMOMICHTU(PHKAIMS; HAMOHAJIbHAS CaMOOBITHOCTD; TEMIIEPaMeEHT,
TpaJULMHY, TyXOBHOCTb HAPOJA.

B ycioBusix moiauTHUecKuX pa3HOTIachil, 0Opa30BaTEeNbHBIX U COIMATBHBIX
pedopm ocTpo BCTal BOIPOC O NPOCTPAHCTBEHHOM pa3BUTHH oOmiecTsa. Tpamgu-
[IMOHHBIE YEJIOBEYECKHUE OPUEHTHUPHI U IIEHHOCTH CTAPIINX MOKOJICHUN yCTapenH,
a HOBBIE elle He c(OPMUPOBAINCH. MOJI00€ TTOKOJIEHHE BBIHYKAEHO CO3/1aBaTh
HOBBIE HJIeaJibl U OPUEHTHPHI. B Takoll HeCTaOMIBHON M HENPeICKa3yeMOH CHUTY-
allM Pa3BUTHUS COBPEMEHHOr0 00LIecTBa Bce 0OIbliiee BHUMAHUE CTANIO YAETSTh-
Csl TIOHSATHIO «HAIMOHAIBHBIN Xapaktep». Omnpenenss «HaIHOHAJBHBIA Xapak-
TEp», Mbl TOApPa3yMeBaeM B OCHOBHOM MEHTAJIUTET, KyJbTYPHBIE OCOOCHHOCTH,
NOBeJICHYECKHE LIa0JIOHBI, OTJIMYAIOUIME OJHM HapoAsl OT Apyrux. Hanenus
HapOJl HAIIMOHAJILHOIN CaMOOBITHOCTBIO, OCOOBIM CKJIAJIOM XapakTepa U HOPMaMHu
MIOBEJICHNUS, HEOOXOIMMO YUYHTBIBATh, YTO M3Y4YE€HHUE MOJOOHON MHIANBUAYAIBHO-
cTH npobieMaTnyHo. Eciam paccMaTpuBaTh XapakTep Kak CoYeTaHhe KaKux-JInoo
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YepT, TO MEePEIHCIATh UX MOXHO OeckoHeuHO. CyIIecTBYIOT pa3Hble MHEHHS HE
TOJIBKO O TOM, YTO TaKO€ HaIllMOHAJIHHBIA XapakTep, HO BO3ZHWKAET COMHEHHE O
ero cymecrBoBanun Boodmie. U. JI. ConoHeBHY NOAYEpKUBAI, YTO KOMIIOHEHTHI,
«o0pasyromye HaIMIo W €€ OCOOBI HAIlMOHAIBHBIA CKJIAaI XapakTepa, HaM CO-
BepIeHHO Hem3BecTHHI. Ho (hakT cymiecTBoBaHMS HAIIMOHAIBHBIX 0COOEHHOCTEH
HE MOXKET MOJJICkKATh HUKAKOMY... COMHeHuto» [ 1, c. 20].

ATnpUOpH KaXKIbpIl 3HAET, YTO MPEACTABUTENN PAa3HBIX HAPOIOB U ITHUYECKUX
TPYIIl OTIMYAKOTCS TEMIIEPAMEHTOM, HpaBaMH, TPaAULMEH U KylnbTypoul. Mbl
MOYKEM C JIETKOCTBIO MEPEYHCIUTh YEPThl, XapaKTepHbIe, 0 HalleMy MHEHHIO,
JUTSL HAIlIero COOCTBEHHOTO M JUIA YYXKHX HapOJOB, U Yallle BCEr0 OHU COBIAAAIOT
U He TpeOyroT JoKaszarenbcTB. Ho mpakThdecku Bce MOAOOHBIE pacCyKICHUS
CyOBEKTUBHBI U TIPOU3BOJIHHBI.

[lepBbie mpencTaBiIeHUsT O Pa3IMYMH XapaKTEPOB Pa3HBIX HAIMK CIOXUIHCH
eme B aHTHYHOCTU. [lomoOHOTO poma ommcaTeNnbHBIE MOHSTHA BCTPEYAIOTCS B
3aMMcKax MyTEIIECTBEHHUKOB, O0O3HAYAOIUX CcHenu(puyecKkne 0COOCHHOCTH
TIOBEJICHUSI M YCJIOBUI KU3HHU TOTO MJIM WHOTO HAapojAa B OAWH M TOT K€ MEpUo]
Bpemenn. Hampumep, 'epomoT B cBOMX paboTax MOAYEPKUBAN, YTO KAXKIBIN
Hapo YOeXIEH B TOM, YTO €r0 COOCTBEHHBIE 00bIYan U 00pa3 JKU3HU HEKOTOPHIM
oOpa3om Hawtydmue [2, ¢. 31-202]. [TnaTton mucall, 4To «rie OOJBIIMHCTBO I'0-
BOPHUT TaKHM K€ 00pa3oM U 00 OJJHOM W TOM 3ke: “3To — Moe!” Wi “310 — He
Moe!”, TaM, 3HAYUT, HAWITYYIINH TOCYIapCTBEHHBIN cTpoi» [3, c. 238].

HammonansHBIN XapakTep €CTh HE YTO MHOE, KaK HeKas COBOKYITHOCTB, IMO-
UOHAILHO-UyBCTBEHHBIX TPOSBICHUH, BEIpaKaeMas B MEHTaJIbHOCTH, KYJIBType
Y TICUXOJIOTUH OTPEJeIEHHOr0 HapoJa Win 3THoca. [IposiBieHre HalmoHaIbHOTO
XapakTepa Takke HaOoJaeTcs B CKOPOCTH M WHTEHCHBHOCTH PEaKIMU Ha Mpo-
ucxosmye B odmecTBe coObITHA. C TOYKM 3peHHs COIHOTYMaHHUTApHBIX HayK
HAIIMOHAJBHBIA XapakTep TNPEACTaBIsET COOOH CONMAIBLHO-TICHXOJIOTHYECKHE
SBIICHUS, KOTOPBIE OTPAXKAIOT IMOBEJACHUE W MBIIUICHUE YEIIOBEKa, COOI0ICHIE
HAI[MOHAIBHBIX TPAIUIUNA ¥ O00bIUaeB, KU3HEHHBIE IEJM TPYMIBI JIOACH, U TO-
pa3zo ClIo)KHEEe OTCIIEKHUBAETCS Ha YpOBHE MHAMBHIA. bojee TOYHO M MONHO OT-
pakeHHE HAIMOHAIBHOTO XapaKTepa MPOUCXOAHUT 4Yepe3 TeMIIEPaMEHT OTHEb-
HBIX 3THOCOB.

Hcropust n3ydeHus] HAMOHAIBHOTO XapaKTepa W ero MpOsBICHHUH, ero BIIHS-
HUSI Ha Pa3BUTHE COIMyMa Hayallach C ONpENENCHUS TEPMHHA «HAIIUOHAIBLHBIN
xapaktep». B Hayke ycTosuIoCh TIpeICTaBlIeHHEe, YTO HAIMOHAIBHBIN XapakTep —
9TO CHCTEMa TPOSBIICHHUS YCTOWYMBBIX 0COOCHHOCTEH, MPUCYIIMX YICHAM OIpe-
JIEIEHHOTO HAIMOHAFHOTO (STHUYECKOTO0) COOOIIECTBa, ¢ YyIETOM CHeln(DUKH UX
TICUXOJIOTHYECKUX U COITUATLHBIX Ka4eCTB.

B cBOOOgHOW BIIEKTPOHHOW SHIMKIONENWH ceTH VHTepHEeT ompenerneHue
HAIIMOHAJBHOTO XapakTepa pPacKphIBACTCS TaK: HAIMOHANBHBIA XapakTep —
YCTOHYMBBIE OCOOCHHOCTH, XapaKTEpHBIE IS YJISHOB TOTO WM WHOTO HAIHO-
HAJILHOTO (3THUYECKOTr0) cOO0IIeCTBa, OCOOCHHOCTH BOCIIPUSATHS MHPa, MOTHBOB
MOCTYITKOB (WJIel, HHTEPECOB, pesiurun). VccnenoBareny BKIFOYAIOT B CTPYKTYPY
HAIIMOHAJBHOTO XapakTepa OCOOEHHOCTH TEeMIIEpaMEHTa, BBIPAKEHHS 3MOIINH,
YYBCTB; HAIlMOHAIIbHBIE TPEAPACCYJKU; PACIPOCTPAHEHHBIE MPUBBIYKHU, TPau-
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IIUH, CTEPEOTHUIIBI; OCOOCHHOCTH U CIEUU(HKY [OBEICHUS; ICHHOCTHBIE OPUCH-
Taluy; MOTPeOHOCTH U BKYCBI; puTyansl. HarmoHanbHbIM XapakTep mposiBiseTcs,
IpeXkJIe BCEro, KaK CUCTEMa COLIMOKYIBTYPHBIX (MOPANbHBIX) HOPM.

Yamie Bcero u3yyeHre HAIMOHAJIBHOI'O XapakTepa CBSI3bIBACTCS C MEHTAJIMUTE-
TOM WIH KyJIbTYpOM ONpPENEICHHOW STHUYECKOM IpyNIbl, KOTOPAsl SBISIETCA
saueiikoil conuanuzanuu. CamMo M3ydyeHHE HAI[MOHAIBHOTO XapakTepa U CTAaHOB-
JIEHHE TOHATHSI Ha4aJIoCh C U3Y4YEHHUS 3HAKOB, OTIIEYATKOB M MPU3HAKOB, IPUHA-
JeKaIUX YeJI0BEKY, 4TO 0003HAYaIOCh TOHATHEM «XapakTepy». V3HadanbHO Tpe-
YeCcKOe CJIOBO «XapaKTepy» MoApa3zyMeBallo 3HAK MM CUMBOJ, BBIPAYKAIOLIHI cIie-
OUQHUKY KaKorO-HUOYADb SIBICHUS, TEPMHUH «XapaKTEPHBI» 3HAUUT creunpuyie-
ckuii. Ilo3xkxe oHO craso 0003HAYaTH OMPENEICHHYIO YE€PTY WM COBOKYITHOCTb
YepT, OTIIMYAIOLINX OAHOTO YenoBeKa oT aApyroro. IlozgHee obmue oTaHMYUTENb-
HbI€ 4YEpPTHl JIIOJEH OJHOW ATHUYECKOW TIpPYyNIbl CTAIM CPAaBHUBATh, BbISBISA
CXOJZICTBO M pa3iIW4MA C APYTUMH dTHOrpynnamu. TeopeTndeckyro 0a3y HayqHOTO
M3y4YeHHSI BONPOCAa HALMOHAIBHOIO XapaKTepa 3aJOKW aHITHHCKUH (uiiocod
Jaeun FOM. B crathe «HarmoHanbHbIe XapakTepbl» (onyOnukoBaHa B JIoHI0HE B
1770 r.) oH YeTKO onpeAeseT, YTO KaKIbli HaAPOA XapaKkTepu3yeTcs crenuduie-
CKOM MaHEpOH MOBEAEHHS U KOHKPETHBIMU KaueCTBAMH, BCTPEUAIOLIMMUCS Yalle,
4yeM y ux coceaeir. OaHako Guiocod mpemynpex/ian O HEraTUBHBIX MOCICICTBH-
X a0CONIIOTU3AIMY JTaHHOHW Teopuu. OTHUM U3 TIEPBBIX UCCIECI0BAT HAIIHOHAIb-
HbIil xapaktep B XI B. Mnnapuon, mutpononut Kuesckuii, B cBoel kuure «CiaoBo
0 3aKkoHe u Onarogatu». OH onucai MoBeaeHUE U 00pa3 KU3HU KUECBIISH.

B HacTodAleC BpEeMA HU3YUYCHUCM HAIMOHAJIBHOI'O XapaKTCpa 3aHUMAOTCA
MHOT'UE€ YYCHBIC, IIPU 3TOM TPYAHO BLIABUTH KaKoM-TO I[OMI/IHI/IPYIOHII/Iﬁ IIoAXO0A.
Ero ananus ocymiectBisieTcs ¢ pa3HbIX no3uuuid. OIHU OTHAIOT MPEANOYTCHHE
reorpaduyeckuM Qaxkropam, APYrue — COIHMAIbHBIM. B HEKOTOPBIX TeOopHsX
BHUMaHHE (HOKYCHUPYETCsl Ha aHAIIM3e COIMOKYIBTYpHOH cpesbl. YacTh uccieno-
BaTeJIel mpITaeTcss HanboJiee MOAPOOHO U MOIHO PACKPHITH CXOACTBA U PA3IUUUS
CBOWCTB IpeACTaBUTENEH Pa3HbIX STHOrpymIl. VHOria COMmoCTaBIsIOTCS CUCTEMBI
BOCITUTaHUs, 00pa30BaHUs U MyTH colanu3anuu. [lopoit 0coOeHHOCTH XapakTe-
pa MBITAl0TCA ONPEEIUTh, aHATH3UPYS (OJIBKIOP. YUEHbIE TakKe oOpalarTces K
MOBEZICHUIO HAPOJIOB B pa3Hble HCTOPUUECKHE IEPUOIBI.

B u3yyeHnn HalMOHAILHOTO XapaKTepa MCIOJB3YIOTCS pa3indHble GOpMBI U
METO/IbI: HAOJIO/IEHUE, OIMMCAaHUe, CpaBHEHHE, IICUXOJOTHYECKHe TECThl U T. II.
Onwupasicy Ha paboTs! . Mak-Kiemianaa u ero Komser, MOXKHO CIeNaTb BBIBOZ O
TOM, YTO M3y4eHHE HAlMOHAJIHHOTO XapaKTepa MOXKET 3aBUCETh OT ILIEJIOro psija
COCTaBJIAIOIIUX, 3TO U KYJbTYPHbLIC IECHHOCTU, U MEPE€aada HApOAHOI'0 OINbITa, U
MOYUTAHUE MCTOPUM, U YyBCTBO NATPHOTH3MAa B ONpPEICIICHHBIX IPAHUIIAX Bpe-
MeHd. CXOICTBa WM Pa3jiuvsl HAMOHAJIBHBIX XapaKTEPOB 3THUYECKHUX TPYIIT
IMMPOABJIAIOTCA KaK TPCHAbI WM TCHACHINKU BPEMEHU, YTO HE MCKIIOYACT CTCPCO-
TUNH3aLUU HAIIHOHAJIBHBIX YepT.

IIpn m3yueHUM HAIMOHAIBHOTO XapakTepa OIpPEIeJIEHHOW TPYIIBI JIIOJAEH
ciaeayer 06paTI/ITI) BHUMAaHHWEC Ha TOT q)aKT, YTO DTO MACCOBOC ABJICHHE U HEC
JOJIDKHO 6a3I/IpOBaTBC$I Ha JIMYHOCTHBIX XapaKTEPHUCTHUKaX OTACIbHBIX WHIWBH-
JoB. [1lo3TOMYy MOYHO MpPENNOOKNUTh, UYTO «HALMOHAJIBHBIA XapakTep» — 3TO
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BBEIpOKCHHE HAIMOHAIBHON MACHTHYHOCTH [4, ¢. 105].

UepTs! Hapoa, ONPEACISIONINE €T0 XapaKTep, MPOSBIAIOTCS U 3aKPEIUIIOTCS
B HaClleIMM MaTepHalIbHOW U JYXOBHOM KyJIBTYpPBI, KOTOPOE OTpa)kaeT yCIOBHUS
CYLIECTBOBAaHUs, OCOOEHHOCTH HCTOPHUHM U INPEEMCTBEHHOCTH IOKOJEHHUH. OTH
4yepThl KaKk Obl KOHIEHCHUPYIOTCS B cTepeoTunax. Hanbonee mionoTBopHO U3yde-
HHUE HAIIOHAJILHOTO XapaKTepa B TECHOU CBS3U C YCIOBUSIMH U ONPEIEIISIOUIMMU
¢dakTopamu pa3Butus 3THoca. [lpu 3TOM Hauusi coxpaHsieT Ty 0a30BYIO OCHOBY
OIIpeJIeJIEHHBIX CBOWCTB, KAYECTB U MPU3HAKOB, KOTOPBIE OCTAIOTCS HHBAPHUAHTOM
NpY U3MEHEHHUH YCIOBHUH XHU3HU HapoJa.

OpHako ciefyeT yUYUThIBaTh TOT (PakT, YTO MHOTHE CYIIECTBEHHBIC YEPTHI Xa-
pakTepa OJHOW HAIlMM WMEIOTCS B TOW WM WHOU ¢dopMme W y Apyrux. TpymHo
HalTH KaKyo-Tn00 0COOEHHYIO 4epTy, KOTOPYI) MOXKHO OBIIO OBl CUHTATH HC-
KITFOYUTEIHHO TPUHAIEKHOCTHIO TOIBKO OJTHOM HAIUH.

Ha ¢one npomeccos rmodanu3anuy, B TOM Yrcie YHH(PHUKAIMHA Pa3HBIX CO00-
IIECTB, OCNAOICHNS CBA3M MEXIy IMOKOJCHUSIMH M YaCTUYHOM yTpaTol Hacienust
MPOILIOT0 0COOYI0 IEHHOCTh MPUOOPETAIOT XapaKTEepPHbIE NMPU3HAKK TOW WU
nHoi Hanuu. B XXI Beke akTyasibHbI IPOOJIEMBI TEOPETHUECKOTO M3YUEHUS CIie-
IUQUKH PA3IUYHBIX KYJIbTYP, MEHTAJIBHOCTH M MEHTAJIUTETa, CAMOOBITHOCTH U
HETMIOBTOPUMOCTH STHUYECKUX TPYII. B COBpEMEHHBIX YCIOBUSIX HAIlMOHAIBHBIN
XapakTep MOYKET pacCMaTpUBAaThCA KaK CUCTEMa OINpEAETICHHBIX XapaKTepOoJIOTH-
YECKHX KauecTB, CTEIEHb U (hOopMa MPOSBICHUS KOTOPHIX U COCTABIISIIOT HALKO-
HapHOE CBoeoOpasue. Takum 0Opazom, MOXKHO YOETUTHCS, YTO HAI[MOHATHHBIN
XapakTep omnpezesnser ocoOblii 00pa3 KM3HU HapoJa, CIeUU(PUKY HOPM TOBEe-
HUS U IIEHHOCTHBIX OpHeHTanwmi [5, c. 108—111].

Ocoboe BHUMaHUE YIENSeTcs IpyMie AyXOBHO-PEIUTHO3HBIX (aKTOPOB, KO-
TOpBIE CETOAHS IOMOTAIOT UACHTH(GUIIUPOBATH HEKOTOPHIC STHUYECKUE TPYIIIIEL.

OTHUYECKHE CTEPEOTHUINB OTYETIMBO TMPOSBISIIOTCA B OBITHM MHOTHX CO00-
IIECTB TPU CPaBHEHUH HMX XapaKTEpOB C AHAJOTMYHBIMH (PEHOMEHaMM APYTHX
STHUYECKUX TpyIn. B 0oOBIIEHHOM CO3HAaHWM IPEACTABICHUE O HALMOHAJIHLHOM
XapakTepe U HbIHE CBOJUTCS K 3JIEMEHTaM HapOAHOTO TBOPUYECTBA, KOTOPHIE OT-
pakaloTcs B NMPOM3BENEHHUAX (ONBKIOpa, CKa3Kax, MOCIOBHLIAX U MOTOBOPKaX,
aHeKJoTax u T. 1. [Tam xe].

B Bo33penusix pspa meiciureneil XIX-XX BB. IIpM MHTEpIIPETALIMM HALMO-
HaAJIBHOTO XapakTepa akKLEHT JeNlaeTcsl Ha TaKUX IMOHATHAX, KaK «IyX HapoJay,
«aymra Hapoza» U T. A. O. Illnenrnep cunTan, 4To y KaXKJ0ro Hapoa CyLIeCTBYET
HEMOCTMKMMas C TIOMOINBIO PacCyjKa Aylia, a KyJIbTypa SBISIETCS €€ TEJOM,
obonouxoit. [To muenuto H. A. bepasesa, nyma — 3T0 TyXOBHOCTh HapoJa, €ro
BEPOBAaHMS, CTPEMJICHHSI M ’KM3HEHHBIC YCTAaHOBKH, IPUTOM JUIA KKIOH dTHUYE-
CKOM TIpyMIIbl WM HAPOJHOCTH AYXOBHOCTb MMEET MEPBOHAYAIBHOE 3HAYCHUE B
MOCTPOCHUU YEJIOBEUECKON CyABOBI M CYyABOBI CTpaHbl, B KOTOPOH 3Ta rpymma
npoxwuBaer [6, c. 37]. 'oBopst 0 IyXOBHOCTH, OOJBIIMHCTBO €IMHOMBINICHHUKOB
H. A. bepasesa u nocnenoparenei acCOLMUPYIOT 3TO MOHATHE C CHIION U JyXOM
pycckoro Hapoja wiu ¢ Poccueit. lyma Poccun, 1o ux MHEHUIO, HETIOCTUXKUMA.
Taxk, oiHa U3 TJIABHBIX YEePT AYXOBHOCTH PYCCKOTO Hapo/ia — B COYETAHWU Kpaii-
HOCTEH, MPOTHUBOIOJIOKHBIX CBOMCTB M T. A. B pa3sMblIIIeHUAX O JAyXOBHOCTH
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POCCHIICKOTO HapoAa OPUTHHAJIBHYK KOHLEMLIUI0 «KOCMO-IICHXO0-JIOrocay, Co-
MPSDKEHHYIO ¢ M3YYeHHEM HaAIlMOHAIBHBIX 00pa3oB mupa, cosznan I'. . ['ages. Ilo
MHeHuto I'. JI. ['aueBa, 4enoBek — 3TO €OMHCTBO AYIIM U TENa, COAEPXKAILETO B
cebe HeMaTepUaNbHYI0 OCHOBY COEIWHEHHs, KOTOpas MMEHyeTcSd Kak AyX WIIN
IyXOBHOCTh 4YeJOBeKa. B TO BpeMs Kak Hamus IMPenCcTaBiseT co00i eTuHCTBO
npupojisl 1 Kocmoca.

Utak, noHATHE «HAMOHANBHBIA XapaKTep» aKTUBHO HCIIOJIB3YETCS B COBpeE-
MEHHOM COLIMOTYMaHHUTapHOM JHCKypce. KOMIUIEKCHOE HCCaeAOBAHUE HALHO-
HAJILHOT'O XapaKTepa MOXeT ObITh OCHOBOHM MPOLIECCOB COXPAaHEHUs MIACHTUYHO-
CTH COBPEMEHHBIX 3THOCOB KaK OJTHOM M3 ()OPM BOCCO3JaHUs KYJIbTYPHBIX KOJIOB
U UX aKTyaJIM3allud B COBPEMEHHBIX YCIOBUSIX.
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The article deals with the methods, theories and criteria for studying the concept of na-
tional character, which were used at the turn of 19™ and 20™ centuries. We trace the
history of studying the national character, the ways that determine differences between
ethnic groups. The concept of national character is defined in political, psychological,
philosophical and sociological terms. We describe the elements that form a complex
system of studying national character and provide an opportunity to identify the dis-
tinctive features of a certain ethnic group in the process of interaction with the basic
individual characteristics of the personality; reveal the significance of the concepts
"soul" and "spirituality of the nation" in the study of national character. It has been
emphasized the importance of reflecting spirituality, cultural forms and national tradi-
tions in the existence of national character. We highlight the relevance of studying na-
tional character and use of this category in relation to modern society.
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