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Abstract. A distinctive feature of modern linguistics is the formation of new trends. One
of the most important is onomasiology — the science of the theory of nomination. It con-
siders the meaning of a word from the content plane to the expression plane. Plant names
are an interesting research subject, because they are part of the main vocabulary of any
language and have ancient roots. It reflects the traditional activities and culture of the peo-
ple, their conception of the world of plants, customs and beliefs. The article considers the
phytonyms in the onomasiological aspect, describes the main ways of associations of
plants names. The types of motivation and the leading signs in the names of the words
under study, the principles of phytonym nomination, and the degree of their productivity
are considered. The motivational signs of the subject underlying the name in different lan-
guages are not the same. We see the prospects for further research in a more detailed study.
The identified principles and motives for nomination of plants in the Buryat language re-
veal the specifics of the people's worldview, practical experience and value system.
Keywords: Buryat language; onomasiological approach; phytonyms; principles of nomi-
nation; types of motivation.
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Problem setting

The problem of linguistic nomination (onomasiology) remains relevant in linguis-
tics. Numerous works are devoted to it succeeding the different approaches and research
directions, in which, according to N. I. Konovalova, systemic-structural, cognitive-ono-
masiological, dynamic and linguoculturological descriptions of linguistic units are con-
sidered. We consider the onomasiological approach in the study of linguistic phenomena.

The main attention in the onomasiological approach is paid to the analysis of the
designated reality and the plane of the language content. «The questions under study are
the following: What is the real structure of non-linguistic phenomena as the subject of
designation; what signs, qualities and properties from this real structure are chosen as
relevant for the naming process, how these signs are implemented in the semantics of
the language, what kind of motivation is observed in this case» [1, c. 313].

The relevance of the article lies in the fact that work is carried out on the basis of
the already developed general methodology of onomasiology, laid down by the Russian
scientists and Russian cognitive school. The interest of researchers in this material is
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also justified by the fact that it is demanded material for linguistic research of various
aspects. Thus, «phytonymics is a lexical system with various paradigmatic relationships
and represents a whole area of human perception of the world associated with plants»
[6].

The objective of the research is to identify the conceptual mechanisms of the for-
mation of a plant name and clarify the principles of the motivation, that is to say, to
clarify the onomasiological basis and onomasiological signs in the phytonyms of the
Buryat language.

Analysis of the main works on the problem under study

Phytonyms of the Buryat language belong to poorly studied vocabulary classes. In
the Buryat linguistics, there are few works devoted to the study of phytonyms [3, 8, 12,
2]. Thus, S. B. Budaev compiled a classification of floristic terminology based on the
materials of the Buryat, Mongolian and Kalmyk languages [3]. The Buryat-Mongolian
names of plants used in Tibetan medicine were considered by S. M. Batorova,
L. D. Badmaeva [2]. M. M. Sodnompilova is engaged in the study of folk medicine of
the Mongolian languages, the traditions of phytotherapy [11].

The need for an onomasiological analysis of phytonyms is determined by the log-
ical continuation of the structural-semantic analysis considered in the monography by
L. E. Rupysheva [8]. She describes the nominative-motivational and derivational char-
acteristics of phytonyms, considers the lexical-semantic classification of plant and fungi
names from the available data of the Buryat language dictionaries (640 dictionary units
were analyzed in total). In this work, many issues were only indicated and require further
development.

Results and Discussion

So, H. S. Seydametova points out, «the terminology of national languages
makes it possible to show the peculiarities of the national imagery. The national im-
agery is one of the manifestations of the mentality of people. The national specificity
is manifested in the analysis of lexical units with a transparent internal form and
units formed as a result of metaphorical transfers. Terms with transparent motivation
and terms-metaphors reflect the imaginative thinking of the nation, which is part of
the national mentality» [10, c. 199].

According to I. V. Lukyanova «The everyday consciousness of native speakers
uses sensory perception and rational experience as mechanisms of cognition, based
on the accumulation of practical results of everyday activity and logical inferences».
She considers also that «a small part of phytonyms objectifies the traces of ancient
archaic consciousness preserved in the lexical system of the dialect, which mythol-
ogized and animated objects of nature» [6, c. 14].

N. I. Panasenko [7] shares the opinion that «the onomasiological analysis
makes it possible to reveal the conceptual mechanisms of the formation of a partic-
ular plant name and clarify the principles of the motivation».
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Using her technique, we have established onomasiological bases and onomasi-
ological signs. One cannot but agree with her opinion, who believes that «the ono-
masiological analysis reveals the act of nomination as a speech-thinking act, during
which the designated is brought under certain categories».

Upon detailed analysis, we came to the conclusion that three large groups of
bases can be highlighted: persons (animals, mythical creatures, etc.), artifacts
(household utensils, clothes, etc.), substances and abstract phenomena.

As for onomasiological signs, they can be presented as somatic signs (appear-
ance, structure, color, indication of the number of plant parts, size), toponymic signs
(place of growth or distribution of plants); ethological signs (features of growth, spe-
cific effects on the sense organs), functional signs (use of plants for medicinal pur-
poses, in the diet, practically significant properties of plants), temporal signs (tem-
poral characteristics of plants).

In this article we give in detail all examples of interpretation of the onomasiologi-
cal basis and onomasiological signs.

The category of possessiveness in combination with a proper name is presented
only in two cases: Gmelinei honkholoy ‘Gmelin’s bell’; zonhobo seseg ‘Tsongkhava
flower’.

Another group of the onomasiological bases includes animals: honin sharalzha
‘virgate wormwood’ (lit.: ‘yellowish sheep’); yamaan hakhal ‘salsify’ (lit.: ‘goat
beard’); arsalan heeme *antirrinum, snapdragon’ (lit.: “lion throat’) etc.

In the group ‘mythical creatures’ there are several examples: boholdaishkin kurit
‘puff-ball (mushroom)’ (lit.: “infernal smoking”); boholdoyn burgahan (or edeen) (lit.:
‘devil twig’); shydherey edeen, shydherei nerhen ‘cotoneaster” (lit.: ‘infernal blueber-
ries’); aya ‘wormwood stone’ (lit.: ‘aya’ — the name of the supreme deity of the sha-
manic pantheon of the Turkic-Mongol peoples of Central Asia and Siberia, the patron
saint of fertility and productivity).

The group ‘artifacts’ is represented quite widely: abdargana ‘day-lily’ (lit.:
‘chest’); altayn zula “tulip” (lit.: “‘golden candle’); pashuur “bell” (lit.: ‘puff on a pipe”);
malgain seseg ‘siberian knorringia’ (lit.: ‘cap’s flower’).

Speaking of the motivational sign ‘use of plants for getting oil’, it should be noted
that local inhabitants living in contact with nature paid attention to valuable properties
of plants. We give a number of examples: tohoto olivkovo modon “olive’ (lit.: ‘oil, olive
tree”); tohoto palma “oil palm’ (lit.: “oil palm”); tohon sharalzhaahai ‘clover’ (lit.: ‘oil
burian’).

As for abstract phenomena, we included in this group the concept of heaven, put-
ting into this concept spiritual life, the transcendental, the Universe: tengerin dulii ‘puff-
ball (mushroom)’ (lit.: “‘deafness of heaven’); tengerin tamkhin ‘puffball (mushroom)’
(lit.: “heavenly tobacco’).

The examples of semantic development of several plant names in detail:

ABDARGANA — day-lily — Hemerocallis L.

The semantic development of the name abdargana probably came from ab,
khalkh., kalm. av ‘witchcraft, charm’, then passed to abdar, khalkh., avdar, kalm. avdr
‘chest’ [9, c. 32; 33], which is associated with the day-lily fruit, which is an oval or ovoid
capsule containing seeds.
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The name unites several plants: yellow day-lily, yellow lily, small day-lily. The
word-formation model: ab — abdar — abdargana with the addition of the suffix -gana,
which denotes the name of what is indicated by the producing base.

The semantic scheme: ‘witchcraft, charm’ — ‘chest’ — ‘day-lily’.

AGSARGANA — lady’s slipper — Cypripedium calceolus L.

Khalkh., bur., kalm. ag “strong, hard, tight’; khalkh. ags-, calm. ags-, bur. agsa-
‘hang, put on a bow, quiver’; khalkh. “raise the tail; to be proud, cock one’s nose’ [9, c.
37; 40]. Khalkh. agsar ‘to scandalize, to tear, get excited’ [9, c. 40].

The word is transparent, both from the derivational and from the semantic side, the
etymology of the word is clearly visible.

The plant looks like a lady’s shoe, which is firmly suspended to the stem, so the
semantic scheme ag — agsa — agsar is quite understandable. The Buryat name is de-
rived from agsar folk. ‘pattern’. Some species are embellished with delicate stripes or
spots that resemble an intricate sketch or pattern.

ALTAIN ZULA — Tulpa — Tulipa L.

The plant looks like a candle, the rich yellow color of the flower is associated with
gold. The Buryat synonym altan zula seseg (lit.: “‘gold candle flower”).

In the Mongolian language, the tulip is called altan zul tsetseg (lit.: ‘gold candle
flower’); dengiyn shilen byrkhyyl (lit.: ‘raised glass capsule’). The seed has an oblong,
elongated shape and can be seen through a translucent capsule.

DYLDE — Morel mushroom — Morchella

It is apparently formed from the Russian word dylda “tall, awkward person’, dyldit
‘to stagger, wander around’ [5], which in turn is formed from dyl ‘leg’, in dialects still
preserved, and then has the literal meaning of ‘long-legged’ [4]. The appearance of the
mushroom is similar to a tall, awkward person.

Conclusion

That is why, based on this analysis, several key points as the onomasiological basis and
onomasiological signs can be highlighted.

The bases are presented as persons (animals, mythical creatures, etc.), artifacts (household
utensils, clothes, etc.), substances and abstract phenomena.

The onomasiological analysis allows to identify the principles of nomination, expressed by
somatic, toponymic, ethological, functional and temporal signs.

The identified principles and motives for naming plants in the Buryat language reveal the
specifics of the people’s worldview, practical experience and value system.
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AnHotamus. OTIHYATENLHON YePTOi CETOMHSIITHETO SI3BIKO3HAHUS SBJISIETCS (hOPMHUPOBa-
HHE HOBBIX JINHIBUCTUYECKHIX HAIPABJICHUH, CPEIN KOTOPBIX OAHMM M3 BXKHEUIIIMX CTAHO-
BUTCSI OHOMACHOJIOTHsI — HayKa O TeOPUH HOMHHAIIUH, PACCMATPUBAIOILAs 3HAUCHHE CII0BA
OT IUIaHA COJICPIKAHUS K IUIaHy BbipakeHus. Ha3BaHus pacTeHUI MPEAICTABIAIOT COO0M WH-
TEpPECHBII TIpeIMET UcclieIoBaHus. DUTOHIMBI BXOIAT B OCHOBHOI COCTAB JISKCUKH JIFO0OTO
SI3BIKA U MIMCIOT JIPEBHHE KOPHU. B HEll 0Tpa)aroTcst TpaIuIMOHHBIC BUIBI ICATEILHOCTH U
KyJbTypa HapoJia, €ro MpeICTaBICHUE O MUPE PACTCHHUI, 00bIuan 1 BepoBaHus. B cTathe pac-
CMAaTPHUBAIOTCS OYPATCKHE (PUTOHUMBI B OHOMACHOJIOTHUECKOM aCTICKTE, ONIMCAHBI OCHOBHBIC
MYTH aCCOIMAIIHH, TT0 KOTOPHIM MPOUCXOTUT HANMEHOBAHUE PACTCHUI B OYPATCKOM SI3BIKE,
MO3BOJLIFOIINE PACCMOTPETh THITHI MOTHUBAIIMU M BEAYyIIUE PU3HAKH B HA3BAHHSX M3ydae-
MBIX CJIOB, TIPUHIIHITBI HOMHHAIMH (PUTOHUMOB, OTPE/ICIICHA CTENeHb UX MPOAYKTHBHOCTH B
OypsITCKOM si3bIKe. MOTHBHPOBOYHBIE TIPU3HAKH MPEMETA, MOJIOKEHHBIC B OCHOBY HaMMe-
HOBAHHSI B PA3HBIX SI3bIKAX HEOIMHAKOBbI, TI03TOMY MEPCIEKTUBbI JAIbHEHIIICTO UCCIIEIOBa-
HHSI MBI BUJIM B 00JIee MO JpOOHOM U IETAIBLHOM ee u3ydeHuH. B pesynbTaTe nccneaoBaHums
JIeJIaeTCsl BBIBOJ O TOM, YTO BBISIBJICHHBIC TIPUHIAIIB 1 MOTHBBI HIMEHOBAHHUS PACTCHHH B OY-
PSITCKOM SI3BIKE PACKPBIBAKOT CIICIU(HKY MAPOBUACHUS HAapO/1a, IPAKTHYCCKUH OIIBIT U CH-
CTeMy LICHHOCTEH.

Kniouegvie cnoea: OypsITCKUii S13bIK; OHOMACHOJIOTHYECKUH MOIX0A; (PUTOHUMBI, TIPUHLIUITBI
HOMUHAIIUH, TUITBI MOTHUBAITHH.
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