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Abstract. The customary law of the Khori Buryats comprises a total of approximately
11 major normative legal acts adopted by the Khori clans during the period from 1759
to 1851. Officials of the Khori Buryat tribal administrations, such as faishi, shulenge, zasak,
zaisan, and certain lamas holding administrative positions, participated in drafting these
legal acts. Initially, the Khori clans independently adopted legal acts to resolve societal
issues. Starting in 1808, Russian authorities began to intervene more actively
in the lawmaking process through various requests and instructions. Under the supervision
of the Siberian governor, and with the involvement of certain high-ranking officials of the
Russian Empire and deputies of the State Duma, the Russian authorities developed legal
frameworks to facilitate governance of the Khori Buryats and address their internal affairs.
According to the renowned scholar B. D. Tsibikov, the first written references
to the customary law of the Khori Buryats date back to 1759. Subsequently, the Khori
Buryats adopted the Khori Code in 1780. However, this monument of customary law has
not been discovered to date. The content of these norms was diverse, encompassing issues
related to marriage and family, property, and tort law. Some acts regulated religious,
administrative, and judicial relationships. Upon studying materials on the customary law
of the Khori Buryats, we have concluded that a set of "informal rules" emerged, gradually
forming the basis of a distinct culture in ethnic regions and influencing the social life
of the Buryats. As a normative foundation of social organization, the customary law
of the Buryats represents a unique cultural heritage, retains scientific value, and requires
attention and preservation as a reflection of the people's legal consciousness.

Keywords: the Khori Buryats, tribal administration, customary law, marriage and family law,
property relations, tort law, penalties.
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